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MICHAEL F. GILLEN 
 
 
CONTACT 
 
Address: 75 Sai Crescent 

Ottawa, ON   K1G 5N9 
Telephone: home: 613-739-8977 

cell: 613-864-5306 
e-mail: gillen@rogers.com 
 
 
EMPLOYMENT HISTORY 
 
2006-2014 Chief, Biotechnology Division, Patent Branch 
  Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO), Gatineau, QC 
 
Duties 
 plan, organize and direct the activities of the Biotechnology Division (70 examiners including 

section heads and senior examiners) involved in a) the search, examination and disposition 
of applications for patents from Canadian and foreign individuals and companies, and b) the 
search and examination of applications for patents filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty  

 participate on committees and working groups to provide input to Patent Branch strategic 
planning and business renewal initiatives, and the development of overall policy, procedures, 
standards, practices, tools and systems  

 liaise with patent applicants and agents/lawyers, and representatives of the Intellectual 
Property Institute of Canada to consult on proposed revisions to the Patent Act and 
Regulations and to identify areas of concern 

 develop operational plans and procedures in support of CIPO’s strategic objectives 
 participate in legislative and regulatory initiatives 
 develop quality standards and regimes for patent examination services 
 direct the implementation of IT/IM projects within the Patent Branch 
 forecast trends in the filing of patent applications, predict resource levels needed to meet 

trends and allocate resources accordingly 
 review and approve all Final Actions before these are sent to applicants, and review and 

approve all briefs to the Patent Appeal Board 
 manage the human and financial resources of the Biotechnology Division including the 

direction of work units through subordinate section heads    
 manage the Patent Branch training team (‘Program Manager, Training” and support 

personnel) to ensure that newly hired patent examiners have the tools and training they need 
to graduate to the “working level” and that there is a continuous learning environment within 
the Branch such that staff have on-going opportunities for professional, scientific and 
personal development   
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2003-2006 Chairman, Patent Appeal Board (PAB) 
  Canadian Intellectual Property Office (CIPO), Gatineau, QC 
 
Duties 
 manage the day to day activities of the PAB 
 chair PAB hearings and make recommendations to the Commissioner of Patents with 

respect to rejected patent and industrial design applications   
 ensure that requests for patent re-examination and compulsory licence applications are 

processed according to the provisions of the Patent Act 
 ensure that the boards which set the qualifying examinations for patent and trade-mark 

agents receive administrative support 
 provide advice to the Commissioner of Patents  
 provide instructions to Department of Justice legal councils on litigation involving the 

Commissioner of Patents  
 member of CIPO Senior Executive, the International Strategic Planning Committee and the 

Intellectual Property Policy Committee   
 co-champion the learning components of CIPO’s human resources strategy 
 
2002-2003 Member, Patent Appeal Board (PAB) 
  Canadian Intellectual Property Office, Gatineau, QC 
 
Duties      
 participate in PAB hearings and make recommendations to the Commissioner of Patents 

with respect to rejected patent and industrial design applications 
 prepare PAB recommendations for the Commissioner of Patents with respect to which 

applicant is the first inventor and entitled to claim an invention where two or more applicants 
are seeking rights over the same invention (conflict procedure)  

 provide advice on patent issues to senior management 
 
1992-2002 Senior Patent Examiner, Patent Branch 
  Canadian Intellectual Property Office, Gatineau, QC 
 
Duties  
 examine and prosecute patent applications related to biotechnology 
 perform novelty and state-of-the-art searches 
 initiate conflict proceedings and prosecute conflict applications 
 train new examiners 
 act in the absence of the Section Head 
 participate in special projects as required 
 Patent Branch media spokesperson on biotechnology issues 
 provide advice on patent issues to senior management  
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1988-1992 Patent Examiner, Patent Branch 
  Canadian Intellectual Property Office, Gatineau, QC 
 
Duties  
 examine and prosecute patent applications related to biotechnology 
 perform novelty and state-of-the-art searches 
 participate in special projects as required 

 
1984-1988 Research Associate, Institute of Biological Sciences 
  National Research Council of Canada, Ottawa, ON 
 
Duties     
 study the tumor-associated protein oncomodulin 
 clone and sequence oncomodulin cDNA 
 prepare radiolabeled DNA and RNA probes to detect oncomodulin gene expression 
 measure oncomodulin gene expression in tumors and fetal tissues 
 culture normal and transformed cell lines 
 supervise technical personnel 
 
1980-1983 Organic Chemist / Production Manager 
  ens Bio Logicals, Inc., Ottawa, ON 
 
Duties  
 automate the synthesis of oligonucleotides (“Gene Machine” design) 
 develop procedures for  the purification of DNA oligomers 
 manage a production unit of 15 technical personnel 
 provide technical assistance to customers  
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. (organic chemistry), 1980, McGill University, Montreal, QC 
B.Sc. (honors chemistry), 1975, St. Francis Xavier University, Antigonish, NS 
 
 
AWARDS 
 
2012  Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee Medal recipient  
1984-1986 Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
1980-1981 National Research Council Industrial Post-Doctoral Fellowship 
1979-1980 Quebec Government Post-Graduate Scholarship 
1975-1979 National Research Council Post-Graduate Scholarship 
1971-1975 Imperial Oil Limited Higher Education Award 
1971-1975 St. Francis Xavier University Scholarship 
 
PUBLICATIONS 
 
Authored 20 publications in the scientific literature (list available upon request).  
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Publications 
 
 

MF Gillen and RE Williams, The Use of the n-Propylammonium and n-Butylammonium 

Salts of d-10-Camphorsulfonic Acid for the Calibration of Spectropolarimeters: Circular 

Dichrometer Calibration, Can. J. Chem. 53, 2351 (1975) 

MF Gillen and RE Williams, On the Use of the n-Propylammonium and n-Butylammonium 

Salts of d-10-Camphorsulfonic Acid for the Calibration of Spectropolarimeters: the 

Concentration and Solvent Dependency of the Optical Rotatory Dispersion Parameters, 
Can. J. Chem. 54, 3200 (1976)  

KK Ogilvie, SL Beaucage and MF Gillen, Facile Alkylation of Purines, Pyrimidines, 

Nucleosides and Nucleotides Using Tetrabutylammonium Fluoride, Tetrahedron Lett.1663 
(1978)  

KK Ogilvie, SL Beaucage and MF Gillen, The Alkylation of Purines, Pyrimidines and 

Nucleotides by Dialkyl Sulfates with Tetrabutylammonium Fluoride, Tetrahedron Lett. 3203 
(1978) 

KK Ogilvie, SL Beaucage, MF Gillen, D Entwistle and M Quilliam, Fluoride Ion Catalyzed 

Alkylation of Purines, Pyrimidines, Nucleosides and Nucleotides Using Alkyl Halides, Nuc. 
Acid. Res. 6, 1695 (1979)  

KK Ogilvie, SL Beaucage, MF Gillen and DW Entwistle, Fluoride Ion Catalyzed Alkylation 

of Nucleic Acid Derivatives Using Trialkyl Phosphates, Dialkyl Sulfates and Alkyl 

Methanesufonates, Nuc. Acid. Res. 6, 2261 (1979)    

KK Ogilvie and MF Gillen, Ring Open Analogues of Deoxynucleotides, Tetrahedron Lett. 
21, 327 (1980)  

DJH Smith, KK Ogilvie and MF Gillen, The Methyl Group as Phosphate Protecting Group 

in Nucleotide Synthesis, Tetrahedron Lett. 21, 861 (1980) 

G Alvarado-Urbina, GM Sathe, W-C Liu, MF Gillen, PD Duck, R Bender and KK Ogilvie, 
Automated Synthesis of Gene Fragments, Science 214, 270 (1981) 

KK Ogilvie, RG Hamilton, MF Gillen, BK Radatus, KO Smith and KS Galloway, Uracil 

Analogues of the Acyclonucleoside 9-[[2-hydroxy-1(hydroxymethyl)ethoxy]-methyl]guanine 

(BIOLF-62), Can. J. Chem. 62, 16 (1984) 

KK Ogilvie, N Nguyen-Ba, MF Gillen, BK Radatus, UO Cheriyan, HR Hanna, KO Smith 
and KS Galloway, Synthesis of a Purine Acyclonucleoside Series Having Pronounced 

Antiviral Activity. The Glyceropurines, Can. J. Chem. 62, 241 (1984) 
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KK Ogilvie, MJ Nemer and MF Gillen, Large Scale Bench-Top Synthesis of a Nineteen 

Unit Ribonucleotide on Silica Gel, Tetrahedron Lett. 25, 1669 (1984) 

MF Gillen, RG Rutledge, S Narang, VL Seligy, JF Whitfield and JP MacManus, The 

Isolation of the Nucleic Acids Coding for the Oncodevelopmental Calcium-Binding Protein, 

Oncomodulin, Proc. XIII Meeting Internatl. Soc. Oncodev. Biol. Med., Paris, September 
1985 

MF Gillen, RG Rutledge, S Narang, VL Seligy, JF Whitfield and JP MacManus, The 

Isolation of the Nucleic Acids Coding for the Oncodevelopmental Calcium-Binding Protein, 

Oncomodulin, CFBS Proc. 29, 193 (1986) 

MF Gillen, D Banville, RG Rutledge, S Narang, VL Seligy, JF Whitfield and JP MacManus, 
A Complete Complementary DNA for the Oncodevelopmental Calcium-Binding Protein, 

Oncomodulin, J. Biol. Chem. 262, 5308 (1987) 

MF Gillen and JP MacManus, The Nucleic Acids for Oncomodulin.  In: Calcium Binding 

Proteins in Health and Disease, (Eds.) AW Norman, TC Vanaman and AR Means, 290 
(1987) Academic Press, Inc. 

JP MacManus, LM Brewer and MF Gillen, Oncomodulin - an Oncodevelopmental Calcium 

Binding Protein.  In: The Role of Calcium in Biological Systems, (Ed.) LJ Anghileri, 1 
(1987) CRC Press   

JP MacManus, LM Brewer and MF Gillen, Comparative Studies on Oncomodulin.  In: 

Calcium and Calcium Binding Proteins (Eds.) C. Gerday, R. Gilles and L. Bolis, 128 
(1988), Springer-Verlag 

MF Gillen, LM Brewer and JP MacManus, Varying Oncomodulin mRNA Abundance in 

Developing Placenta and Solid Tumors, Cancer Lett. 40, 151 (1988) 

LM Brewer, MF Gillen and JP MacManus, Localization of mRNA for the Oncotrophoblastic 

Protein Oncomodulin During Implantation and Early Placentation in the Rat, Placenta 10, 
359 (1989) 

JP MacManus, MF Gillen, B. Korczak and H. Nojima, Differential Calmodulin Gene 

Expression in Fetal, Adult and Neoplastic Tissues of Rodents, Biochem. Biophys. Res. 
Comm. 159, 278 (1989) 


	Previous Document



